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THE LOGIC OF DISCRIMINATION AND OPPRESSION

IN AREAS WITH OUTBREAK OF MINAMATA DISEASE

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE CASE OF
NIIGATA MINAMATA DISEASE

WATANABE Shin’ichi

Department of Sociology
NARA UNIVERSITY OF EDUCATION
Takabatake-cho, Nara, 630-8301, JAPAN

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the logic of discrimination against and
oppression of Niigata Minamata Disease patients in the Agano River basin. In this
paper, I address the factors causing discrimination and oppression, and the social
structures and inhabitant’s interpretations that generated these problems. Seven factors
caused these problems: (1) Regional control by the company responsible for the
pollution, (2) Antipathy against organizations /movements supported by left wings,
(3) Hiding the existence of victims in order to prevent decreasing sales of fish, (4)
Activating of traditional discrimination consciousness, (5) Prejudice against and
rejection of Minamata Disease itself, (6) The massive amounts of uncertified patients,
(7) Antipathy against patients who do not look like Minamata Disease victims.

These have been major factors in producing “hidden” patients and at same time
have been causing profound emotional stress in patients who came out into the open to
apply for official certification. The important point is that the certification system has
positively been a part of the expansion of discrimination, such as in imputations of
“fake patients”. The excessively rigid criterion of the certification system have not
only deprived many victims of their compensation rights, but also have promoted
discrimination and oppression against them in this area. |

Keywords and phrases : discrimination and oppression , “fake patients”,

the certification system, social amplification of damages
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