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Formation of a New “Order” : The Case of a New Information Medium
Observed by Shin Mizukoshi
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Abstract

Shin Mizukoshi described in his book, “Formation of Media” (in Japanese, Tokyo, 1993), the
detailed process that a new technology, wireless telephone, developed into a new medium, radio broad-
casting. In this process, the new technology was first accepted in the framework of the existing media,
and shared in the society. However, in the development process, the first vision about the technology
showed inconsistencies with the actual situation, which drove the technology into the formation of the
new medium. The present paper shows the general significance of Mizukoshi's observation, in particu-
lar its great similarity with the process of the formation of fundamental theories in sciences. The prob-
lems of Japanese society concerning such creation processes were also discussed.
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