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Synopsis We evaluated the incidence of synchronous or metachronous multiple primary cancer,
hereditary or familial cancer, and the familial aggregation of cancer in 142 patients who were
treated for endometrial cancer at Tsukuba University Hospital in the period 1977 to 1995.
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Synchronous multiple primary cancers were identified in 6 of the 142 patients (4.29%). Eleven
patients (7.7%) had a history of extraendometrial cancer. Patients with endometrial cancer had a
significantly high incidence of a history of breast cancer. Endometrial cancer was diagnosed in two
patients who were screened before menopause. Four patients with endometrial cancer (2.8%)
subsequently developed extraendometrial forms of cancer. One patient (0.7%) was considered to
have a hereditary form of cancer, and 5 patients (3.5%) had familial forms of cancer. A total of 86
cases of cancer were found among 53 kindred (37.3%).

More detailed studies are needed to elucidate the aggregation of cancers in the families of patients
with endometrial cancer in Japan. Patients with a history of breast cancer should be screened for
the presence of endometrial cancer.
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