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Research on the image of red in Chinese Students
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Abstract

Red, as the socialist color, held a special place in China in the past, and nowadays red is still regarded as the
most typical color for China. In order to interpret the meaning of red for Chinese students today, a study was
conducted at four cities in China, including Beijing, Wuhan, Hangzhou, and Chongging. When presented with the
red color chart, 536 students were asked to answer questions about color preference, associations from red, what
items of red they possess and use, the symbolic color for Japan and China, etc. This study found that the Chinese
students comparatively preferred red. For them, red has a rich and mixed meaning - of tradition, politics, function
etc. Among these associations, the traditional meaning of auspicious strongly influences the tendency to prefer
red. At the same time, the meaning of red is renewed through cultural change and the progress of time.
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