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“I regret that it is not the practice
of ‘the 'Library to search for
answer to---”

- “I regret that in the time available

I was unable to.find more informa-

tion than I gave in my previous

letter” ) ~
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Dear Sir“Madam
" Thank you for your letter.

I am, ho‘wever, returning it to you as
enquiries of the kind you make are usually
most quickly answered in local publicb refer-
ence libraries. The. staff of tl{e information

. service here is relatively small and has ‘to
give priority to enquiries which cénnot
‘easily be answered elsewhere. 1 would ask
you therefore to. put your enquiry, in the

~first mstance to the nearest public library
which has a reference department of reason-

able size. Any branch lnbrary should be able

to- tell you where to apply.

If the local teference library is -unable to
help, or to suggest an alternative source of
1nf0rmat1on please return your letter and
the staff here will try to prov1de the infor-
mation you require.

Yours faithfully

¥72, BROFHESLERNFEDAZIC
MLUTRUTOXEFH 5D,
® Dear Sir/Madam :

Thank you for your letter of .Tam
sorry to have to tell you that we do not wish
to purchase the book(s) for tlte British

. Library. o : )

It is not the practice of the British Library

to.give valuations, but we can say that the
" market value of this, these item(s) is not

likely to be large. If you want to-sell it/
" them we sugéest you offer it/ them to a

bookseller. ’

® Dear Sir,”Madam
~Thank you for your letter . I am
- sorry to have to tell you that we do not wish

‘to purchase the book(s) for the British

Library as we already have a copy.

It is not the practice of the British Library
to give valuations but we think it would be
worth - “your while to consult’ a bookseller
who specxallses in books of this sort. I have

- chosen the following names and addresses
of dealérs in your area from the Sheppard
Press publication 4 Direbtory of -Dealers in
Secondhand and Antiéuarian Books in the
British Isles which is available in many

" libraries : N
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Dear Sir, Madam

I regret it is not -the practice of the

Library to give valuations: for this you

should approach an antiquarian bookseller.
" The names and addresses of many anti-

quarién booksellers are contained in the

Sheppard Press publication A Directory of
Dealers in Secondhand and Antiquarian
Books in the British Isles, a cbpy of which
can be found in many public libraries. The
librarian could probably advise on local
"booksellers who might be prepared "to
undertake the work. Booksellers will nor-
mally charge a fee for a valuation.

Book Auction Reqords, published annually
and available in many larger libraries, lists
the prices fetched by the more important
books offered at aﬁction in the year preced-
ing. Therefore, if a copy. of your book is
recorded in a recent number of Book Auc-
tion Records you can get some idea of its
current saleroom value.

Incomplete copies or sets, and copies or

sets in bad condition are usually of little or

no value. If, however, your book seems

. complete and in reasonable condition and

“you want to sell it, you should see what one

or two anthuarxan booksellers are prepar-
ed to offer for it. )

It may well be more advantageous to sell

a valuable book at auction through one of

the spécialist auctioneers sich as Sotheby’s )

or Christie’s. However such firms will usu-

ally handle single books only if they appear

to be Very valuable
" Yours faithfully
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Dear Slr/ Madam

Thank you for your letter.

I regret to have to tell you that the Infor
mation Service has not sufficient staff to
undertake detailed or prolonged research
on behalf of enquirers.

I could, if you wished, give you the names
‘of some professional reséarch workers who
might be willing to help you, but the Library
does not accept responsibility' for the fixing
or payment of fees or for the quality of the
work. :

" Yours faithfully
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