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Summary

Using “the Great East Japan Earthquake” and “libraries” as two pivotal
keywords, this report organizes reference information and studies as
comprehensively as possible information related to the earthquake and libraries, as
well as incidents occurring at library facilities due to the earthquake. It is hoped
that future users may utilize this report as documented material for reading, by
librarians as a reference tool for consultation, and by researchers as base research
material.

This survey’s range is approximately one year, from the initial earthquake
on March 11, 2011 to mid-March 2012, and examines information and material
related to such issues as damage and reconstruction conditions of libraries, related
support activities and support organizations, and activities preserving earthquake
records and experiences. As a whole, this report takes the shape of reference data;
it does not list primary information.

The report is organized into the following 9 sections:

“Section 1. - Introduction” Basic information needed in order to read
the report (summary of the Great East Japan Earthquake; summary of library
facilities in Japan.

“Section 2. - Outline” An outline of Sections 4 through 6; Brief
information of Sections 7 and 8. (It is recommended that this outline be skimmed in
cases where the whole section cannot be read due to time constraints.)

“Section 3. - Charts and Pictures” Colored Pages. The scope of
suffering from the Great East Japan Earthquake, effects, and conditions are shown
through photographs and charts.

“Section 4. - The State of Damage” While outlining damage
conditions of libraries, conditions in particularly hard hit areas are described.

“Section 5. - Activities Supporting Reconstruction” Activities related
to the support of library reconstruction are organized and summarized as
“designated projects where names have been given to activities.”

“Section 6. - Activities Preserving Records and Experiences”

“Preservation” activities related to the earthquake, such as the restoration
of information lost due to the earthquake disaster, the recording of earthquake
experiences, the construction of digital archives, etc., are summarized.

“Section 7. - Related Materials and Data”Content and data not contained in

Sections 3 through 6 are collected here. Summaries of support organizations,



various related events held during the year since the earthquake, and summaries of
references/related materials are listed. Section can be used as Index.

“Section 8. - Studies”  The actual studies of five experts holding varying
viewpoints and opinions are published: The reference information by the person of
National Diet Library who handles this survey is also included.

“Section 9. - The Great East Japan Earthquake and Libraries”  Helpful
information about this report for English readers. Sections 1, 2 and 8 (the

information by the person of National Diet Library) are translated in English.






