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Abstract

The idea of “constructivism” now pervades the educational literature. Constructivism
implies that knowledge is always knowledge that a person constructs. It stresses the need to
encourage greater participation by students in their appropriation of knowledge. The term
“constructivism” is not commonly found in the philosophical lexicon. But philosophers
outside education have been actively concerned with issues relevant to constructivism. They
provide some much needed history of constructivist ideas in epistemology that deals with
theory of knowledge.

Both of the major types of constructivism —psychological constructivism and social
constructivism—have important educational implications. Psychological constructivists focus
on individual learning. The “unit of analysis’ is the individua knower. For social
constructivists, the correct unit is the social group or culture. In pragmatic social
constructivism and activity theory, the “unit of analysis’ is mediated action. The mediations
are “instruments’ and “community”. Constructivism is used to characterize learning theory,
teaching techniques, and a general pedagogical approach.

The purpose of this study is to characterize constructivism as epistemology and

pedagogy.
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