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On the Origin of the Patterns on Bronze Bells
in Yayoi Period

Suefusa Yumiko

Abstract

In this paper I have researched decorations and designs on bronze bells in
Yayoi Period in comparison with those on bronzes in Southern China from
Warring States Period to Western Han. First, in the combination of the horizon-
tal belt with the vertical belt, bronze bells have something in common with
bronze drums of Shizhaishan type (FZELTIHHE:), those of some cowrie-con-
tainers (fF¥H#%) and those of some tub-shaped containers (1ifi). Second, in
geometric patterns, bronze bells have few in common with bronze drums. On the
contrary, they have a lot in common with the other kinds of bronzes, for
example, niu zhong (#§E), bo zhong ($4§H), cowrie-container, tub-shaped
container and sewing box (f#&). Third, most of these bronzes are discovered
at the distribution of bronze drums, but the rest at that of Yuwe zu (#j%&) bronze
culture.Finally, in ship design, bronze bells have more familiarity with the ship
design in “Turret Ship Brick Painting” of Han Period in Southern China than
with that in bronze drums at Han Period in Southern China.

This study will give us much information about the origins of decorations and
designs on bronze bells in Yayoi Period.
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