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“Harmony, liberal
intercourse with all
nations, are

recommended by
policy, humanity,
and interest.”

President Washington’s Farewell Address
- September 17, 1796

14 #HEWdE THRMERE D S8 L R



LTI LE Y T — Y 3 VAR

HABEBRRFICOERM
—BENLRITIETHRICHELNT—

FoR)a—L-A0X, DLV bo-ALyd EHI%

274 K1

[ THOEREDFFE
BHRGRHYIE,
BEROmEmMN .
AEEOENGE.

EmOEMN.
ZFLLVEDTHS, |

T KRR DEHEEE
— 179659/ 178

WEME THRMGREZD CoBmeEE] 15



85 TR [20124F 7 A1) A RALHER O HKRBFRO R | FERBOR £ I - —alsk

Executive Summary

» This paper makes three central arguments
related to the topic of the future of US-Japan
relations in an era of multiple transitions:

» 1. That 2013 offers a good opportunity for
deepening of the US-Japan alliance given new
political leadership in both the US and Japan as
well as the regional context in East Asia today.

> New Abe Administration & New Obama Administration
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Executive Summary (continued)

» 2. Japan’s recent policies of greater security
coordination with its neighbors will be
essential to maintaining Japan’s security in an
era of relative economic decline for both
Japan and the United States in Asia and

world-wide.
> The challenges & opportunities of the “history
question.”
. t".ft.}l.l.l.-'_lf'.l-.
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Executive Summary (continued)

» 3. For both the United States and Japan,
economic vitality is critical to continued
influence in the region overall - and both
states face challenges in this area that
government policy plays a critical role in
determining.

> The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is a key aspect.

- Re-doubling efforts to address Japan’s troubling

demographic challenges is another.
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Executive Summary (continued)

» The context of four important transitions:

> 1. Political leadership transitions in every major
country of the region: US and Japan, China and
Taiwan, South Korea and North Korea, and Russia.

> 2. China’s transition into a greater regional & global
player.

> 3. Japan’s demographic and economic transition.

> 4. The US transition, or “rebalance,” to East Asia.
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> Joseph Nye, The Future of Power (2011)

The Changing Context of the Alliance

» Operating in a more multi-polar world.

» States no longer the only important actors.

> The U.S. defense community pays significant attention to non-
state actors - such as Al Qaeda and cyber-threats.

» And yet, the US-Japan alliance has managed many
transitions in the past.
> And we can manage this transition together as well.

» In particular, four key transitions in the region...

I. Political Leadership Transitions

Table One: Political Leadership Transitions in Northeast Asia arcund 2012

Country Leader Date Elected/ Assumes Office/
Transition Initiated Transition Completed
North Korea Kim Jong-un December 2011 April 2012
Russia Vladimir Putin March 2012 May 2012

United States

Barack Obama

November 2012

January 2013

China

XilJinping

November 2012

March 2013

Japan

Shinzo Abe

December 2012

December 2012

South Kaorea

Park Geun-hye

December 2012

February 2013
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2. China’s Transition

» China’s economic size will be three times that of
Japan by 2030.
> India and the 10 ASEAN countries will be equal to Japan.
o Nikkei Business (May 28, 2012)

» Chinese military spending is now likely triple
Japan’s level of spending, despite having been
less than half of Japan’s level in 1990

> China began to spend more on defense than Japan
around 2000.
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3. Japan’s Transition

v “While Japan remains the world’s third largest
economy and a formidable military power, and
likely will remain so for decades to come,
Japan’s relative share of military power and
economic output in East Asia and globally will
almost certainly continue to decline in the
decades to come.”

» Slow economic growth.

» Low birth-rate and high life expectancy.
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4. The U.S. ‘Re-Balance” to Asia

» The United States “will of necessity rebalance
toward the Asia-Pacific region...”

v “Our relationships with Asian allies and key
partners are critical to the future stability and

growth of the region.”
> - U.S. Department of Defense White Paper (2012)

“This is not the project of a few years but rather a
major national endeavor that will encompass
several budget cycles and several presidential

administrations.”
- Abe Denmark, Asia Policy #15 (Jan. 201 3) ‘
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U.S. National Strategy
after the 2012 Elections: Obama [/

» 4 main criticisms of Obama foreign policy.

» New Cabinet appointments pending:

> Senator John Kerry - Secretary of State
> Former Senator Chuck Hagel - Secretary of Defense

> National Security Advisor Tom Donilon (unchanged)

> Obama Advisor John Brennan - Director of CIA

a

“Team of Rivals” to “Team of Allies”
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Impact of Defense Budget Reductions

» US defense budget reductions will happen - but it
will not have a significant impact on Asia policy.

v “While the estimated likely cuts seem quite large in
comparison to_lapan’s defense budget - as much as
$500 billion over ten years, which is roughly the
amount of the entire Japanese defense budget -
total US defense spending in 2012 amounted to
$616 billion, $88.5 billion of which was part of the
special war budget devoted largely to operations in
Afghanistan.”
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A Continued Deepened U.S.
Commitment to East Asia

The strategy includes diplomatic, economic, and
military engagement - with emphasis on 3 areas:

» 1. Strengthening and modernizing bilateral security
alliances in the region.

» 2. Deepening its working relationship with
important partners and emerging powers-including
Southeast Asia countries, India, and China.

» 3. Engaging with regional multilateral institutions,
including ASEAN.
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US-Japan Alliance Management

Not New Issues, but New Urgency

» The Continued Challenges of Several “Hot
Button” Issues.: Futenma, Host-Nation Support

v Further Progress on a Long-Set Agenda
o 2+2” Agreements (2005, 2007, 2011)

> National Defense Program Guidelines (Dec. 2010)

WASHINGTON
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Deepening the Broader
U.S.-Japan Relationship

» The “most important bilateral relationship in the
world, bar none,” as former US ambassador to
Japan Mike Mansfield described it, is not just a
military alliance but rather an extremely broad and
multi-faceted relationship.

Building on the Good Will
of “Operation Tomodachi”

g

E/ JAPANFOUNDATION
TANNSERLMRDFTLTR 0L S JAFRI R L ¢4,

16

WASHINGTON
COLLEGE

X741 K16

28  WEWAT [THREGRE O 2B L R ]



WA LE 7= 3 YR

HERRBBDITRIA

FLORERE TGV, Fif-[CRAMEF VTV SHEE
y IR ZE LS IME - S XM BEEEZ AN
Xz
» REIMTGBED—EDHER
- 12+2 &% (20054, 20074, 2011 4)
- BiBIATEIARE(20104£128)

WASHINGTON
COLLEGE

X714 K15

WEIEVLBEKEFRORE

s
» YA - RT4—)LE BB KEXRFE (L, BKRERIE
[XaLZLICTHRACTRVEELGZEMBERIEE of=h.
COBERIIFLEZRBTHAIENYTHL BHTIA
HEICRSAZEVEERTELH S,

IFESFEBRIOEBENOHEE
o)

g

E/ JAPANFOUNDATION
TANNSERLMRDFTLTR 0 LS JAFRRI R L4,

16

WASHINGTON
COLLEGE

X714 K16

WEME THRMGREZD CoBmeEE] 29



85 TR [20124F 7 A1) A RALHER O HKRBFRO R | FERBOR £ I - —alsk

Considerations for Future
Japanese Government Policy

v Increased Security Roles and Cooperation
beyond the US-Japan Alliance
o Japan-Australia / Japan-South Korea / Japan-ASEAN

» The Importance of the Trans-Pacific Partnership

(TPP)

» Domestic Policy Agenda -Foreign Policy Linkage
- Budget deficit / economic growth / demographics

WASHINGTON
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In Conclusion:
Japan’s Continuing Strengths

v Yapanese vitality is far greater than most
foreigners realize.” - Ezra Vogel, Dec. 14, 2012
> Very low crime rate / High education level
+ Low unemployment
> High-quality manufacturing & advanced technology
- Good social welfare system

» Japan’s “strong society”

Political and regional leadership?
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Thank you for inviting me!

Dr. Andrew L. Oros

Associate Professor of Political Science &
Director of International Studies

Washington College
Chestertown, Maryland, USA
aoros2@washcoll.edu
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Other Writings from Prof. Oros

» “The 50th Anniversary: Time for a 'Renewal of
Vows"”

> Asia Policy #10, July 2010

v Normalizing Japan. Politics, Identity, and the
Evolution of Security Practice

o Stanford University Press, 2008

» “Nichibeichu Anzen Hosho Kyoryoku no Tenbou,”

> In Wang Jisi, Gerald Curtis, and Kokubun Ryosei (eds),
Nichibeichu Toralianguru. 3kakoku Kyocho e no Michi
(Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten, November 2010).

» “Sino-Japanese Relations: Citizens Taking Charge
Despite Government Efforts”

> Jamestown Foundation China Brief, Sept. 7, 2012
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