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A Study on the Improvement of Living Conditions in the “Dowa” District:
The Role of the Movement for the Preservation of the Bank of Yanagihara

Osamu HASUDAU
LIM Bon®"0

Abstract: The purpose of this article is to review the resident movement to preserve the Bank of
Yanagihara and to examine the movement's contribution to the establishment of the primary
role of community groups: improvement of living conditions.

Hardly visible, the anti-discrimination ‘community liberation movement’ in Japan has
aimed at the improvement of living conditions of communities, and this has been achieved to
some degree through the Renewal of Housing Districts Act of 1960. The “All-Romance” affair in
1951 in the “Sujin” area, the greatest community which has suffered the discrimination in Kyoto
City, triggered this anti-discrimination movement in post-war Japan.

Ironically, the split of the movement in the 1960s and 1970s brought about a split of commu-
nity organization in the “Sujin” area, which might have played a primary role in the improve-
ment of living conditions there. This split hampered the improvement of living conditions in the
“Sujin” area.

The Bank of Yanagihara, the only bank founded by people in discriminated community in
Japan, used to stand in the “Sujin” area. When the housing renewal program, aimed at the
improvement of living conditions, stopped and blockbusters tried to enter the “Sujin” area, the
residents rediscovered their heritage, and fought to preserve the remains of the Bank of
Yanagihara.

The movement to preserve the Bank of Yanagihara created an opportunity for cooperation
among the divided groups in the “Sujin” area. This cooperation led to the establishment of the

primary role of community groups: improvement of their living conditions.

Key words: Bank of Yanagihara, improve living conditions in “dowa” districts, anti-discrimina-
tion community liberation movement, housing renewal program, discriminated com-

munity
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