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Overview of the Discussions on State-of-the-art Medical Technology and
Bioethics Based on the Analysis of Newspaper Editorials

Shiro SEGAWA

(Professor, Faculty of Political Science and Economics, Waseda University)

State-of-the-art medical technology directly related to the ethical issues of life and death, the fertilized hu-
man egg and the use of the genetic information, has progressed. This article tries to analyze what kind of argu-
ments about state-of-the-art medical technology and bioethics have been developed by national newspapers’
editorials from the 1980s to today. As the consequences, it became clear that the arguments that placed impor-
tance on “the patient’s right to self-determination” assumed a bedrock of the bioethics rather than “the discre-
tionary authority of the doctor,” and had promoted a change of the conventional relationship between doctor
and patient. Furthermore, they had made much account of “a social agreement” and “the legal system” through
the nationwide debate, more than “the patient’s right to self-determination.” In addition, in a field of such as
gene research and the cloning and stem cell research which leads to regenerative medicine, a tendency to make
much of Japanese “international competitiveness” and “academic freedom” in comparison with brain death,

organ transplantation and assisted reproductive technology had been seen.
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