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Issues on Physician Scientists: Life Science Research Personnel at Risk

Shinichi Kobayashi
(Senior Specialist, Chief of Education, Culture, Science and Technology Research Service,

Research and Legislative Reference Bureau, National Diet Library)

It is the research personnel that conduct life-science researches. The launch of the obligatory clinical training
system in 2004 caused a long-lasting decrease of physician scientists in medical schools. Securing and training
an enough physician scientists is critical for life science researches, which would deeply affect training in med-
ical schools, the national healthcare system, and growth in the drug and medical equipment industries in future.
Medical schools have coped with the decrease of physician scientists by themselves without government sup-
port. The public debate on this issue in the government committees has been confused, where the principle of
an obligatory clinical training system came into conflict with the need to secure physician scientists. The con-
flict is not resolved yet. The advancement of life-science could transform not only its research style, but the
training in medical schools as well as the clinical training system, where we should consider the future oriented

training system beyond the conflict.
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