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The Global Spread of Domestic Animal Infectious Diseases: Current Situations in
Japan and Measures in the Border

Noriko Morita
(Director of Agriculture, Forestry and Environment Division,

Research and Legislative Reference Bureau, National Diet Library)

The pathogens such as highly pathogenic avian flu, foot-and-mouth disease and porcine epidemic diarrhea
(PED), which have occurred in Japan in recent years, have influenced on our economy and society, because of
the mass slaughter or high mortality, and might have been brought in from foreign countries. In Japan, pre-ex-
port inspections in the exporting countries are demanded on the occasion of imports such as domestic animals
or livestock products, and import quarantine inspections are performed in ports and airports. In the case of
migratory birds that come to Japan, the occurrence of highly pathogenic avian flu in wild birds is being moni-
tored. The outbreaks of epidemics have been seen in several countries one after another or during the same
period in the world, so that international cooperation has also become increasingly important. On the other
hand, it is difficult to prevent all entries of diseases from abroad, so outbreak prevention in the country is sig-
nificant from a viewpoint of multilayered defense, but simple observance of Standards of Rearing Hygiene
Management is not enough. It has always been a challenge to secure both national profits gained from interna-

tional trade and prevention of epidemics caused by imports and exports.
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