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Tamura Shunsaku
Review of Literature on Foundations and Services of

Prefectural Libraries

This article reviews literature on prefectural
libraries in Japan. It covers not only research
articles investigating institutional foundations, roles
and functions, and historical development but also
publications explaining the policies and services of
individual libraries, or expressing the philosophy
of prefectural libraries. Prefectural libraries used
to be major public libraries when city, town and
village libraries were underdeveloped. As they have
developed and became the main libraries, issues
relating to the roles and functions of prefectural
libraries have arisen originating from the intermediate
nature of prefectures. The dominant answer to the
issues is to define them as libraries serving city, town
and village libraries. However, under the continual
pressure of declining budgets, arguments have arisen
criticizing the dominant definition and proposing
alternatives based upon the roles of prefectures.
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