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~ Acid Detection Strips
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ALSO FROM IPI . ..

CHECK YOUR FILM A-
COLLECTION FOR STRIPS
VIN EGAR SYN DROME {_FILM BASE DETERIORA'!’}ION:MONITORS)
How bad is it? q‘f'z/

When should you duplicate?

Are new acquisitions already
deteriorating?

o

£
Under poor storage conditions, cellulose acelate
film undergoes a slow form of chemical
deterioration known as the “vinegar syndrome.”
so called because of the characteristic sharp
vinegar odor produced by the degrading film.
(This is described in detail in the [P Storuge
Guide for Acetate Fitm.) In addition 1o an
understanding of the deterioration process and a
good storage environment, effective manage-
ment of the vinegar syndrome problem requires
the regular monitoring ol film condition. A-D
Strips offer collection managers a direct, safe,
and convenient way to do this.

Use A-D Strips to test
cinema film,

A-D Strips are small paper strips that have been
coated with an acid-sensitive solution. Placed
with film inside a closed can, bag, box, or
cabinet, an A-D Strip will
change color in reaction to
any acid vapor present in
the enclosure. As the
amount of acid vapor

.. orthe entire contents  increases, the color of the
of a film cabinet drawer. strip changes from blue to
blue-green, to green, 1o
yellow-green, and finally to bright yellow. The
approximate level of acidity then can be nined by
comparing the final strip color to numbered color bands — Strip color is
on the peneil included in the kit. The color bands, compared fo color
numbered from € 1o 3, correspond to four different bands on pencil.
levels of acidity.

A-D Strips can be used to test individual films or as a survey tool to gain an
overview of the condition of an entire film collection and to provide an
accurate picture of storage and duplication needs.

Please call, write. or fax for prices and ordering information.
FOR ALL TYPES OF ACETATE FILM.
SAFER, MORE ACCURATE THAN “SNIFFING!”
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A-D

Meaning of Acidity Levels

Recommended
Level Film Conditions Actions

20 Good (no deterioration) Cool/cold storage

>»1 Fair to good Cold storage
(deterioration starting) Monitor closely

» 2 Poor (actively degrading) Freeze to preserve
Copying advisable

203 Critical (shrinkage, warping Freeze immediately
imminent; possible handling Copy immediately
hazard)

TAC
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VINEGAR SYNDROME

_D ORDER FORM How bad is it?
= When should you duplficate?

Are new acquisitions already

F AX deteriorating?
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