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General Introduction to Ainu's Clothing

How far back can we trace the study of clothing which the Ainu peoples used to wear? The extent of
reliable records found in the literature is limited to the documents written some 400 years ago. As for
the styles of clothing earlier than this period, many assumptions have been raised in regards to the
origin of the design patterns which are yet to be fully proven except for the similarities of the design.
Clothes which remain today were made only after the 19 century.

As is the case in other ethnic groups in surrounding areas, drastic changes were introduced to their
clothing styles from the late 19th to the 20th centuries and consequently Japanese and western clothing
have gradually become a major part of their daily wear. Although their unique ceremonial clothes were
worn at traditional rituals of various sorts, the number of people and occasions to wear them have
decreased under the growing assimilation, and at times a denial of tradition.
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Despite the changes surrounding their culture, they continued to wear their own ceremonial clothes at
gatherings among families and friends, making traditional clothes as a gift or a souvenir. Traditional
clothing was given from forefathers as a family treasure.

Today, western and Japanese clothes are dominant in Ainu peoples' daily life. However, in line with
the growing recognition and restoration movement of Ainu's traditional culture in various aspects in
recent years, they increasingly wear their own ceremonial clothes at rituals and artistic performances
of song and dance which creates a growing demand for a greater production of their traditional clothes.
As part of this effort for restoration of their traditional clothes, traditional dress-making methods are
studied more systematically, while application of the traditional designs in contemporary clothing and
ornaments is sought after. Workshops for traditional Ainu dress-making and embroidery are offered as
well as various competitions and exhibitions of their handicrafts.
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Ainu's clothing is characteristic of the region of origin and classified by the materials as well as the
design patterns.

Clothing is also categorized according to the age and gender of the intended wearer and by the
purpose. Clothes are worn for either daily routine or in the case of rituals.

Early publications have displayed photographs of Ainu's ceremonial clothing which were taken not
necessarily at the rituals, and there has been a lack of photos showing Ainu in every day clothing.
There have been some oversights as to the region from which the clothing came from and mistakes in
chronological dates.
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Hide and Fur
Various hides and furs of both the terrestrial animals including that of bear, deer and fox and the sea
mammals such as seal, sea otter and fur seal are used for the making of clothes.
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Fish Skin
Skin of salmon and trout are patched together which were mostly worn by the ainu in Sakhalin.
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Bird Feathers
Skins with feathers of birds such as eagle, hawk, tufted puffin and albatross are sewn together.
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Plant Fibers
Fibers from the inner bark of a kind of elm and Japanese linden are woven into textile fabrics for
dress-making of which the production process is shown on pages 22 and 23.
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Grass
Fibers of a nettle are woven into textile fabrics, a practice mainly found in Sakhalin.
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Cotton
Old cotton clothing and remnants of precious clothing were introduced through early trade practices
which were prevalent in many areas and called by different names in the Ainu language.
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Clothes from North-Eastern China
Garments for the Court Officials of the Ching(Ch'ing) Dinasty were brought to Hokkaido from what is
known today as North-Eastern China and Primorskii Krai through a trade route with Sakhalin.
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Clothes from Honshu
0 Garments: Ceremonial overgarment, Wadded silk garment, Garment for Noh-drama performance
O A coat worn over the armor by a warlord
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Others

Underwear and Routine Clothing

Day to day clothing characteristically has much less decorative patterns than the ceremonial clothes
and garments so far introduced in the previous pages.

Women, at home, wore such clothes as shown in the photo which was called "mour" in many areas and
would put more decorative and precious clothing over their routine clothing when they had guests or
went out in public places.
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Dress-making and Storage
Procedures of "attus" making from bark of a kind of elm.
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Pattern-Making
Patterns on the clothes which are characteristic of the area of origin are made by patchwork and
embroideries.
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Ainu's clothing are exhibited at many museums in Hokkaido and in some institutions in other areas of
Japan.

Most materials overseas are housed in museums and a confirmed number of items relevant to the Ainu
including clothing amounts to 11,500 items in Russia and Europe and 31,000 items in North America.
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