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The State of Western Music in Kyoto in the Year 1910
—Based on The Diary of a Merchant's Young Wife—

Yohko SHIOTSU

This essay is an attempt at illuminating how phenomena relating to Western music
were experienced in the actual lives of citizens of Kyoto in the year 1910. It is based on
the descriptive content pertaining to Western music that appears in the book "Kyoto
1910: The Diary of a Merchant's Young Wife" (by Takuya Nakano, Shin-yo-sha, 1981)
and has been supplemented by other primary sources.

The research of the history of Western music as based on primary sources has tended
to be dominated by accounts of Western music culture from those responsible for its
spread. This has been problematic in that, conversely, there has been extremely little
information from those who have been on the receiving end of that culture. The diary
that is featured in this paper is a very valuable resource in that it contains accounts of
someone who is on the receiving end of the culture, information that has been difficult
to find. While it might not provide a full picture of the state of Western music at the
time, this information, when combined with the accumulated information culled from
research work done on accounts of Western music culture from those who spread it,
should provide a snapshot of the circumstances from both perspectives.
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