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Regional Language Policy Research in Korea during Japanese
Colonial Rule:
Consideration of the Promulgation of Decrees in Korean by
Korean Education System

In order to control Korean people, The colonial Japanese government saw the need to
educate them on Empire of Japan as part of its colonial policy. Accordingly, the Korean Education
Ordinance was designed foster the so-called “One Nation, Loyal to the Throne” concept, based on
the Korean Education system. However, oppression by the Japanese colonial rule led to resistance
in all aspect of everyday life as this oppression had a significant impact on the illiteracy rate,
affecting the Korean Language (Hangeul) Society which maintained traditions inherited in the
Korean language.

Previous study on Korea during the colonial period also discussed Korean language as the
image of resistance in many aspects such as nationalism, society, and culture.

However, based on Education Ordinance in Joseon, The colonial Japanese government also
took advantage of Korean language to spread Japanese language. This paper explores the
relationship between Korean language and Education Ordinance in Joseon, and reveals real

position of the activity of the Korean Language (Hangeul) Society.

(LEE, SunYoung, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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