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Abstract

This paper focuses on the online-assembly called “virtual community” and analyzes it from perspectives of political theory.
“Community” is a name of the way to co-exist and has been mainly considered in the fields such as political thought and social
sciences. Therefore, I would like to examine the relationship between “community” and “virtual community.” This analysis also
makes it clear that there is a distinct transformation in the discourse of virtual community. That is to say, when virtual communities
appeared for the first time, they were expected to become as ideal communities by many people. However, as its limitations became
gradually apparent, the expectation began to fade. By applying the conceptions of political philosophy, especially focusing on
Hannah Arendt’s notion of “power,” I would like to clarify what characteristic virtual community has lost through this change.
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