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An Investigation of the Development of Mandarin Color Terms in
Berlin and Kay’s Theory of the Evolution

B &k LG Ching-Fu National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

According to Berlin and Kay’s theory of the evolution of color terms, Mandarin uses only the basic
color terms hel, bei, hong, hwang and Lan, Consequently, the development of Mandarin color terms
is slow compared to Japanese, Korean, and Cantonese. This study attemptis to examine research and
statistics compiled of color terms in classic literature to present the inaccuracies of Berlin and Kay’s
theory of evolution of color terms as regards Mandarin. Furthermore, the facts demonstrate that as
long as 2000 years ago, Mandarin used at least 11 different color terms, In addition, the results of this
study also demonstrate that the development of Mandarin color terms is generally no different from
the languages of other races.
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&5, B, HTHhD,
PREEOEZOEE | Bz [#HE] BKEICHDE,
%, 1B, K, @, BEETHD,.
OHEEmRDMN W -BRORIR  fAIZE [HF] CH
DRBILETH Do
UEABZDEHFEHEOHER  fIZE [EfL]
HDEA, KA, K”E, BRLETHD,
OFEANZOMN-BERZOHIE | fIZIE B £
BN, [H#BET] CHOBE (HhUDR), &8 (1
TDIR) HETH Do
ZORBOT7ORZASIRKEIINF—SvTEDTVR
F+— (A.Kornerup, J.H.Wanscher) 54
WSEEBEOQBZHERITENY, HOORBOTOEX
ChdBHEOREMLNTE NEBEEARER (pri-
mary basic names) : 7, =, &% &, &, H
mE, @04, T30y, ALvy, ¥IVs,
LHhE, QEABROHEAEDY | &R, FELL,
(EEMEEDMV=BE - DTUE, INWVE, RHD
EHE, BOEYROLVEZES  LEY -4/ TO—,
NIV Tl—, RTUDT - JU)—=2igE, EU
THEZEDOER, BeDHEREBEOERABREFIDL
HADABD, FEEEDIDIEFEECECHS
h, EERNSRDE, HEDEDLOHEL, N—=UVE&
TA DD DIREFEBOBEEIFRONT L,

UN UAFREEOEERSEZDFRICE, KCLoT,
ZLUEEEH o/, BIZIEHE B, &, MESH
FTEEPEEICEONDY, &, 2, R’ & B
BEREZBICEHZDEDONEL, ZDBERIEIRLA
HYUTEOBZNER ST VEBELIDDNEEEELT
529, BitlCHdE, BB, RIS, BIEB
PEIC, BEELC, BERICRZ SN, D5, sl
DEDICHICEBRBREAKRETIRENON/Z,

WFNICLTH, EEFERECGRTPEREEEIC
N=U2VETADNEREODEARABRZR/Z Do TND
DEEZNEFRTDIBHEEBEEAN-IU VETAKDIA
WEHTHL, ZOEKTDEEEE>ERLYD
FNEBEBIIN—U Y ETADENIDIEL,

ZFU THRPBEEOBRICE, K<MHMlLRERZL
TWD, BOROBERZELEICHD [—EEONE, &
WL, ZTEERONE, eV, ZEZRONE, &
EWVS] EESTRIE, REICELSIHE [NEZRs
niE, £EWL, ALBEEHNIE, UL, KEZED
niE, rEW, tEFRONE, # E-8) &0
5ol EEWNTVD,

BN5, MBIEE TEIRARDIBIIERN TR L T3
HTW &, BEATEAEAELKED, BEERBES
EE->TN, 1B, 18, 8, KREIELDIECROBY
BRRTDEERTHD, U CHOBMER, =2
RO RNTENZBRUTRO TN &, BE
PRAIZAMEL D, BRECEEEEZE>T, &,
%, MERLDBEEEDBEZFRIT DBRTHD,

ZIT, BEROERA/INEDER THEIENED
nNaho, RFEBEOEARBRIEEEUH LR
TIEEL ERBRIC, 3RFEICE, gTdales
B, 8, & K X 7N B &K K & i &
2, %, &, #, & K, B gllEEcounn
BIELTWz, ZOFRICN—U Y ESTADNERER
XN T DERPEREOBREE, 8B, B, T, &,
%, &, B (Brown), # (Pink), #&
(Orange), & (Grey) Thd.

7. #tE

KOS, CORXEBEDDICELT, TERFEIZR
BROEAEE, RRIZRKEXMPEBARE LR,
WO FFEMAERFR) | ETTRRBEIR S L OEHE
KBFEOEEEZB D Dlc, FELOERISRREHD
BaERY D,
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