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The Neogene Sedimentary Basins in Central Part of the Northern Fossa Magna Region

NORTHERN FossA MAGNA RESEARCH GROUP

(Abstract)

The Middle Miocene to Early Pleistocene marine sediments have a wide distribution in the north-
ern part of Nagano Prefecture. In this area basin-forming movements became conspicuous since the Aoki
age. Consequently three large sedimentary basins, that is the Komiji, the Takafu and the Hikage basins,
were formed. These basins have a general trend of NN E-SSW.

Since the Middle Pliocene time, another new tectonic movement took place in the central part of
this area. The Orihashi sedimentary basin with a NE-SW direction was formed as a result of this
movement. Deposits of the early stage in this basin were a large quantity of andesitic lava flows and
pyroclastics (Arakurayama pyroclastics), which covered unconformably the lower Shigarami formation
in some parts.

It is remarkable that the younger basin-forming movement of the Pliocene time was characterized
by a violent volcanism. Similar volcanism and tectonism are -found also in the Hijiri (Komiji) and the
Togakushi (Hikage) districts.

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



