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A Study of “Eiji-fu”: Scores of Japanese Music Transcribed
by KINEYA Eiji

Hosaino  Atsuko

Nagauta shamisen performer, KINEYA Eiji (1894-1979) was not only active as an accompanist of
kabuki performed by famous players but is also well known for his devoted study of repertoires of
nagauta of which there were not so many transmitters or which were not popularly performed.

In this paper, a report is made of the scores transcribed by KiINEYA Eiji, placing focus on the
distinguished services that he provided to the transmission of nagauta. Eiji started to transcribe
scores when he faithfully recorded the repertoires that he learned from his master, KINEYA Eizo III
so that he would not forget them. He then learned rarely performed repertoires from nagauta
performers of other schools and wrote them down. He eventually employed his own notation to
transcribe the results of his studies into scores. Although scores of Japanese music are often
expressed with numbers, Eiji used three types of kana letters, and the scores that he wrote are
generally called “Eiji-fu.” From around 1929, Eiji began to publish the scores in earnest, first under
the supervision of KINEYA Eizo III. Of the “Eiji-fu” published, the present author has confirmed 7
types of scores, totaling 210 repertoires.

Eiji was designated Holder of Important Intangible Cultural Property in 1964 for his
performance and studies. Using the subsidy he received, Eiji published Eiji fuhon and what may be
called a comprehensive study of his works, Ejji sangen-fu.

In the present study, Eiji’ s personal history and the results of his studies of nagauta are
examined, based on articles of interview with Eiji and the recollections of his fellow performers. The
rules that he used in notating “Eiji-fu” and the circumstances surrounding publication are also

analyzed. A list of the scores of 210 repertoires is attached at the end.



