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Abstract

Marine Rescue Japan (H A 7K #f 3% £3), an organization whose honorary president is a member of the Imperial
Family, has been executing rescue missions off the Japanese coasts since 1889. It was initially structured using the
Japan Red Cross (H AR +5%) as a model, with two aspects to its operation: fund raising campaigns through local
government offices and rescue missions under extraordinary risky conditions. The Red Cross aided wounded soldiers
in wartime, while Marine Rescue braved stormy seas in peace and war to rescue the shipwrecked. Rescue craft of
Yamaguchi Branch appeared at the theater of the Battle of Tsushima ( H AS#EfF#E) in 1905. This article examines the
early stages of Marine Rescue Japan’s organization in the locality where its formation was most successful.
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