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Abstract

Kepler formulated his third law of planetary motion in 1618, and Newton established its physical
explanation in the late 17th century. However, these facts were not directly introduced to the Japanese
due to the closed-door policy of Japan and due to the rejection of the heliocentric theory by the Roman
Catholic Church. The first appearance of these physical laws was in Tadao Shizuki’'s (GRIFURLE)
translation of the Dutch textbook Rekisho-Shinsho TJ&ES#rE] (1798, 1802). However, a self-educated
astronomer named Goryu Asada (JRHIHIIZ) is sometimes credited with the independent discovery of
Kepler’s third law. In this study, we review the debates on this issue and point out some opposing

views.
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Fig. 1: Kepler’s second law of planetary motion.
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