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“Number” as an Intuitional Form in Cassirer’s Philosophy:
Concerning its Roles in Mythical Thought

Shin Saito”

This 1s an attempt to clarify the signification of “number” as an intuitional form in the

philosophy of Ernst Cassirer (1874-1945), who is one of the most influential thinkers in 20tk century.
In his philosophy, mythical thought is regarded as the foundation of all human cultures, and he
maintains that, first of all, cultures are available through “symbolic forms”, that is, functions and
powers of the human mind to construct the symbolic. Mythical thought is, according to him, a
function of intuition. It is axiomatic that no human knowledge is available to us without the use of
our intuition. Therefore, Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) started his investigation into pure reason by
considering sensuous elements, declaring that “transcendental Aesthetic cannot contain any more
than these two elements —space and time”. But in the philosophy of Cassirer, along with these two
fundamental forms, a third and final element, “number”, is added. Cassirer says that, thanks to
“number”, “the factors which appear separate in space and time, the factor ‘coexistence’ and the
factor of ‘succession’ permeate each other”. With this understanding in mind, our purpose in this
paper is to focus on this point and examine how Cassirer understands the meaning and significance
of “number”.
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