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Comprehensive Archeological Research
on the History of Human Activity on the Kuril Islands (1):

With Particular Focus on the Research of Prehistoric Culture of the Four Northern Islands

Hiroshi USHIRO, Takuya SUZUKI, Hironobu TAKEHARA, and V. N. SUKOVATITSYNA

The Kuril stretch  between

Kamchatka and Hokkaido, is a region that lacks

Islands, which
fundamental data — an empty domain regarding
the research of the history of human activity from
the Paleolithic culture to the Ainu culture. However,
as far as the research of Hokkaido's prehistoric and
Ainu culture is concerned, an important factor is
that it is clear that like the Sakhalin route to the
north, the Kuril route to the east also crossed with
different culfures.

Therefore, this research — implemented as a
four-year plan — was established as a comprehen-
sive project to accomplish new archeological re-
search on the Northern Territories, based the results
of research carried out from 2005 to 2013. In order
to develop the studies carried out to date, the aim
of this research was, firstly, to comprehensively
clarify the Kuril Islands’ history of human activity

and; secondly, to build friendly relations and further
deepen museum exchanges and awareness of
history in both regions by developing academic
exchanges. As a result of the studies in 2015, six
archeological sites from the Jomon culture, Zoku-
Jomon culture and Satsumon culture periods were
newly clarified on the Pacific coastal region of the
central part of Kunashiri Island. Also, estimation of
the production areas of obsidian used to make
stone implements found on Kunashiri and Shikotan
islands was carried out, and it was revealed that
the obsidian used is limited to the Shirataki and
Oketo areas of Hokkaido. In the academic ex-
change surveys, investigations were implemented
at Hokkaido Museum as well as museums in Otaru
and Yoichi, as well with regard to historic sites,
cultural assets, history and culture.

Hiroshi USHIRO and Takuya SUZUKI : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum

Hironobu TAKEHARA : Paleo-Labo Co.,Ltd.
V. N. SUKOVATITSYNA : Yuzhno-Kuriljskij Regional Museum
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