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Research Study Outline

In recent years, we can note a rise in updated or newly established public libraries towards
becoming urban and regional community hubs in addition to the evolution of library services.

Regardless of whether or not these are single or integrated facilities, such libraries are not
only patronized by local residents for their reference materials, they are also used as venues for
volunteer activities, lifelong learning classrooms, and cultural events, among other uses. These
libraries, therefore, are attracting attention as appealing meeting places that bring many people

together.

How do library facilities built with the intention of forming regional hubs function in
practice? And what are the important points when developing future library facilities? This
research study addresses these questions, among others. To explore the characteristics of such
facilities and how they function as regional hubs, five domestic public libraries were taken as
case studies and examined by means of staff interviews and the inspection of library facilities.
As part of a study of relevant literature, the compilation of documents and papers related to
library facilities, as well as a review of past Japan Library Association’s Library Architecture

Award winners, were used as sources of information.
This report consists of three sections with appendices.

Section 1 is an introduction to this research study. In addition to outlining this study’s
background and objectives, Section 1 also discusses Western libraries and library facility
trends, as well as providing an overview of the changing environment surrounding Japanese
public library facilities. Additionally, this section also provides a summary of the current state

of these libraries and what is needed for the future of libraries and library facilities.

Section 2 focuses on the five library facilities surveyed for this research, beginning with
the rationale behind the selection of the following facilities for this study: Kesennuma City
Library (Miyagi Prefecture); Yamato City Library (Kanagawa Prefecture); Tahara City Central
Library (Aichi Prefecture); Setouchi City Library (Okayama Prefecture); Imari Public Library
(Saga Prefecture). For each facility, we provide an overview of both the library and its
municipality and examine the facility’s establishment process, the characteristics and
development of facilities based on planning concepts, and examples of activities that utilize the

space, among other topics.



Section 3 provides an overall conclusion to this study. After summarizing the findings
obtained from our case studies and document surveys, this section outlines important points to
consider when developing library facilities as “community hubs.” At the libraries where our
case studies were conducted, we noted many commonalities when it came to facilities,
establishment processes, activities, and operational aspects. For example, in regards to
facilities, we noted several outstanding points such as easily accessible locations, the presence
of free space, thoughtfully distributed reading spaces throughout the facility, and the utilization
of a variety of reading environments. There were two important considerations raised in
regards to facility development: 1) In the case of integrated facilities, rather than operating
them using a segmented approach, manage and operate each facility in a unified manner,
leveraging creative approaches to take advantage of this type of composite; and 2) In the case
of both single and integrated facilities, the “formation of a positive collaboration system”

among citizens, designers, and library administrators is of utmost importance.

Appendices:

Appendix 1: Library research trends in architecture, with a listing of documents and articles.
Appendix 2: A list of public libraries both newly constructed and renovated since 2010.
Appendix 3: A review of the facilities awarded the Japanese Library Association’s Library

Architecture Award.
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