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ENDOH Masanobu

Title of thesis

User’s behavior leading to “Gamedo” and applied to game design

Summary of the thesis :

The game business has shifted from selling packages to providing services.
Therefore, it became important to keep users playing the game continuously. I
conducted qualitative and quantitative surveys on dropping out from continuous
game play. As the result, it revealed two unreasonable elements. These were
“intentional stay” and “reach personal goal”

Various words are used to evaluate the game, but the rationale is not clear. 1
researched the basis for game evaluation through surveys and experiments. As a
result, it was found that the game play has two directions: competition—oriented
and fun-oriented. This is consistent with Caillois’s “Ludus” and ”“Paidia”. From
here 1 defined the competition-oriented playstyle as “Luduser” and the
fun-oriented playstyle as “Paidian”. Some of the Paidians enjoy the game world
rather than the game’s achievement. There was a intentional stay from their play
style, due to the creation of narratives by players.

In addition, the same research revealed that there were plays that transcended the
original rules of the game, such as exploration and additional challenge. Play
beyond the original rules is creation, one of the Juul’s play concepts. Therefore,
they train themselves to achieve their personal goals, which are different from
the rules of the game. This is not training to win, but self-improvement to
enhance oneself, and is characteristic of Japanese players. This creation and
achievement of personal goals stem from that almost Japanese games are not a
competition, but a concept—driven game design that gives players a good gaming
experience.

Japanese gameplay has a concept of self-improvement and self-expression.
Self-improvement leads to the spirit of martial arts, and self-expression leads to
the spirit of arts. This spiritual seeking grew from the diversity of Japanese
culture and the hospitality of Japanese games. I proposed this is “Gamedo”, as a
new face of Ludology to understand Japanese game culture.
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