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Killing Vultures, Containing Communism, and Venting Pressure
International Impacts of the Korean War

Conrad C. Crane

Through most of its history, the United States has not maintained large
peacetime military establishments. This has created a pattern of quick and drastic
reductions in military forces after wars end, and a lack of preparedness when new ones
begin. These trends were evident after the conclusion of World War Il. American
forces deploying to Korea in 1950 were understrength and underequipped. American
air forces in the Korean War were primarily using aircraft left over from the previous
war. F-51 Mustangs went into combat displaying wing markings from the 1944 in-
vasion of Normandy.! Army divisions were short whole regiments and battalions, and
armored units had to be equipped with tanks found abandoned on Pacific islands or
taken from museum displays.2

The Korean War speeded the development of much new American military
technology, such as certain jet aircraft, but it also caused lasting effects in interna-
tional relations and American national security policies. It inspired President Dwight
Eisenhower to pursue his "New Look" in defense, globalized the containment of
Communism, delayed direct American involvement in combat in Vietnam, shook up
the order of nations while releasing building pressures between superpowers, and left
lingering suspicions of biological warfare. After the Korean War, the United States
began maintaining strong peacetime military establishments to meet its new security
concerns, not really executing significant reductions in force until after the collapse of
the Soviet Union. Ironically, the last vestige of the Cold War remains on the Korean
peninsula, inspired by legacies and memories of a war that ended over a half century
ago.

Despite growing friction with the Soviet Union after the end of World War 11,

President Harry Truman hoped he could still maintain a small peacetime military es-

1 Conrad C. Crane, American Airpower Strategy in Korea, 1950-1953 (Lawrence: University
Press of Kansas, 2000), p. 24.

2 Arthur W. Connor, Jr. "The Armor Debacle in Korea, 1950: Implications for Today." Pa-
rameters 22 (Summer 1992): pp. 66-76.
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