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July ‘18. 1903
Dear ZmBEm ., A o

I'have seen in the papers the solution you have msooomama in
_S\Emusm about E the Eﬁmgm_ oosm_oﬁ and I am wmvg to
learn that <oca Excellency is now closer ooswmon with the
government and in office again.

The internal crisis happening at the same time with omﬁma
foreign complications must have been very inconvenient. But
your assuming office again is considered generally as a
mnmwmsﬁmm of peace. I have a few days ago received a Hmﬁmw
from General Frildmarchall Waldersee, who writes in this
" sense, “He was almost certain that a war between Russia
and J apan was in the point of breaking out, but that your
return to office gave him the assurance that the chance of

Peace had considerably gained the upper hand. I hope that it.

might be so, for I agree with Wilhelm IV of Prussia, who,
when his Ministers advised him to make war in- Russia
replied : “With ‘Russia never I"—for that war SozE not be
over in'a hundred years”—In the meantimes the affairs in
“Europe are getting rather ooB@.:o,mﬁmm‘ There is a continual
shifting of cards and the old partners of the game are evi-
dently preparing to-change their position at the political
-whist-table. Though your Excellency must be on these ques-
tions _umﬁmw informed than myself I take the :vmﬁw to bo:;
out some of my wUEQOﬁos and oo:o_cmﬂo:m

1. The mUUnomo: and understanding dmﬂémm: Russia NSQ

- Austria on the Balkan question is holding moom|5 cornse-

quence one of the principal motives for the triple m:&:om as
far as'Austria is concerned is losing force.

2. The force of dissolution" by. the development oﬁ the
national m@:;,% Magyards and Slavs in Austria-Hungary is
gaining ground. - ¢ .
3. The Uc_u:w feeling in Italy is increasing in animosity
against Austria, producing in the end an unfavorable in-
fluence on the alliance. ’

4. The approach of England and France is a :mm; mnnoB@:
—If carefully nursed by both sides, it may _um productive of

great consequences.

5. The trouble in the Balkan wmmwo:m are not over for the
mozoéEm reasons. :
mv Turkey Wmm introduced no reforms and is unable to

introduce mz< reforms which would satisfy -their Christian

wcgwoﬁm or take away the pretext of the n,@mwvocdsm Bal-
kan states to continue ngmcﬁsm

_mdm% Momentary the-outbreak of hostilities between Bul-
garia and Turkey has been prevented by Russia. ,
Turkey, although w::% in the right send to make concession
to Bulgaria, neither side is satisfied : Turkish armour pro-
pose is offended and their military party want war to settle

the difficulty by one energetic blow. In Bulgaria a revolution

11



with the oiﬁzﬁoé of Prince Ferdinand may happen m,:u&m%,
“This would bring the party to Uo.éﬂ. which aspire the annex- -
‘ation Macedonia and o&:mm Russia (to whose sphere of
v interest Bulgaria has been conceded by Austria in the

‘arrangement of Hmod to march her troops into wc_mmam,
" either to prevent a war with Turkey or to take Um_; 5 it
against Turkey.—according to oﬁoﬁzm.ﬁm%mw

¢) In the meantime Turkey cannot afford to keep 200 ooo
men on a war footing in Zmnmaoam The moment they
withdraw the Bulgarian committees will begin their work
again and thus the troubles in mcwocmmz HE\WQN are not _u<
any means over.
Needless to say that the mammﬁma the ﬁnoc_u_a are on the

‘Balkan the more Russia will be obliged to promote peace in ,

the Far East. -

moésm that your mxom:muow is in'good health I remain s.;w )

kind Hmmmam and 3&95& respects. - ,
Yours Sincerely
Baron A. von Siebold
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