Memoirs of the Osaka Institute
of Technology, Series B
Vol. 55, No. 2(2011) pp. 39~43

WD I e 4124 L7 A 34T

Sl 1%

IR BESH R R
(20104F 9 H30H sz #)

KIMOTSUKI Kaneyuki, a public relations expert of IJN
by
Rikiei SHIBASAKI
Department of Intellectual Property,
Faculty of Intellectual Property
(Manuscript received September 30, 2010)

Abstract

KIMOTSUKI Kaneyuki (JH4J347) was the director of Hydrographic Department (JKE&#E) of the Imperial
Japanese Navy (IJN) from 1888 to 1905, excluding one and half years just before the First Sino-Japanese War (H
1&¥4). During his absence, he secretly devoted himself to a nautical survey of the southwestern coast of Japan.
The area was expected to become an oceanic theater in a war against China. As the head of the department, he
had the authority to decide the locations of both commercial and naval ports. This enabled him to gain support
more easily in his public relations activities, such as granting interviews to reporters, speaking at local gatherings
and contributing writing articles to newspapers and magazines. He also made significant use of Alfred Thayer
Mahan's “sea power  theory, which was imported from the United States Navy. His originality was in using it in
the sphere of public relations as well as naval strategy.
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