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An Image of Society in a Maranao Story,
Baraperangan :
An Inquiry into the Grass-root Islamic Political
Thought in Mindanao

NS

KawasHiMA Midori

Local religious leaders such as teachers of Islamic schools and the
village Imam play a key role in mobilizing the Muslim masses, by
providing them with a paradigm of social order and change. This
paradigm also reflects the aspirations and grievances of the masses,
because it is meant to appeal to them.

Therefore, in order to understand the dynamism of an Islamic
political movement, it is important to inquire into the local religious
leaders’ perception of the existing social order, and their initiative to
change it.

In this light, this study examines the way the local Ulama in the
Lanao area perceived the contemporary situation in Mindanao, and
how they tried to change it during the critical period from the late
1960s to the beginning of the 1970s. The primary source of this study is
a publication of theirs during the period, a popular Islamic story
entitled Baraperangan. It is a Maranao (local language of the area)
version of a Malay story entitled, The Story of Muhammad Hanafiya, in
which the hero fights against oppressors and non-believers with the
help of his supernatural power and God, and establishes a just rule
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based on Islam.

By analyzing its text and the social and political context of its
publication, I argue that the local Ulama attempted to connect the
existing popular Islamic beliefs with a modern political ideology of
Islamism.
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