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A Historical and Cultural View of Commuting
Katsumasa HARADA"

O1In 1868, the newly formed Meiji government set out a commuting timetable for
government employees arriving at work and returning home. Ceremonial processions
and the numerous ceremonies from the era of the previous regime were abolished and
commuting was defined as the act of traveling between home and the workplace.
Contemporary commuting has its roots in this type of reform. Subsequently, commut-
ing to government and company offices, factories and other workplaces became more
diversified. The morning and evening communities formed a huge tide of people and,
with the addition of students traveling to schools and universities, etc., trams appeared
in the major cities in the 1900s. This flow took on enormous proportions in Tokyo and
Osaka after the Russo-Japanese War with the concentration of the population in the
cities and the brisk economic activity. Consequently, regularly operated mass-transit
railway systems of the government and private enterprise took over from the trams.
This was the beginning of the commuter rush and sparked the end of individualism.
This trend has continued to gain strength to this day and is a key issue in city planning
and transport strategies.
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