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Casualties in Passenger Airplane Accidents in the World
from 1947 to 2001

Kosei YONEMITSU*®

Casualties in 428 passenger airplane accidents occurred in the world from 1947 to
2001 were statistically analyzed. The mean number of accidents per year was 8.2
through the years investigated. It was 10.7 during 1990's. Accidents occurred most
frequently during the landing period and human factors were the most important to the
cause of accidents. There was a positive correlation between the number of accidents
and the number of fatalities per year. Increase of airplane passenger capacities was an
important factor to the increase of fatalities. Further development of medical emer-
gency system around airports and passive safety instruments such as air bag system
for airplanes may be useful to decrease the casualties in passenger airplane accidents.
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