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Possibilities for Hot Rod Research

Hiroshi NISHIMURA"®

This paper first sets aside as parenthetical the negative image of hot rods and other
modified vehicles. Introducing the perspective of consumer society theory, the paper
then addresses the changing position of hot rods and the situation surrounding consum-
ers and manufacturers. It then turns to hot rods in sport and art before concluding by
presenting a view of hot rods as something anomalous that deviates from the rules of
consumer society. By looking at hot rods and other modified vehicles from a number
of angles, the paper attempts to contribute to a reconsideration of our "normal" auto-

mobile culture.
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