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Spread of Harvest Peak by Early Pinching Treatments on ‘Houraishi’ Fig Trees

Tetsuharu Kano, Hiromichi N1TTA, Masamichi MivosHi, Hideo TASAKA,
Atsumasa OHMIYA, Yuji KANETO and Kazunari YAMADA

Summary

In 1999, we investigated early stage pinching treatments on ‘Houraishi’ fig trees in order to spread the harvest

peak. We measured the effect on harvest time, fruit characteristics and sale price. The experimental design and

results were as follows:

1,

Experimental treatments were when the 5th leaf began unfurling; pinching the 4th node, when the 9th leaf began
unfurling; pinching the 8th node, and control; pinching the 12th node. The trees used were 6 years old, with an
open-center, double-stem training system. Every current shoot of 1 fig tree per plot were treated. There
were 3 replicates. Lateral shoots which expanded from the basal current shoot after either early stage
pinching had been carried out were dis-budded except for the top one. The top lateral shoot was pinched when

the total number of nodes on the basal current shoot and lateral shoot reached 12.

. For the control the harvest peak was between the beginning and middle of September, and 65% of all fruit were

harvested during this period. However, in the same period only 23% of fruit on trees with 4th node pinching
and 499 of fruits from 8th node pinching were harvested. Pinching at the 4th node had the greatest effect,
dividing the harvest over both earlier and later dates.

. The total number of fruit harvested was reduced 15% by 4th node pinching and 6% by 8th node pinching

compared to control.

4 . Fruit characteristics were not influenced noticeably by either early stage pinching treatment.

. The total sale price was increased 28% from 4th node pinching and 5% from 8th node pinching compared to

control.

. Thus early stage pinching treatments, especially pinching at the 4th node, were able to spread the harvest peak,

without influencing fruit characteristics. Moreover, pinching at 4th node resulted in more fruit obtaining high

prices from an advancement of the ripening time. Consequently, this method increased the profit.

Key words: fig, Houraishi, pinching, harvest time, fruit character



