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The Present Situation of the Black Bass Problem
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Takashi Nigorikawa

Black bass, fresh-water fish originating in North America and brought into Japan in 1925,
are currently creating a controversy.

It is reported that a yearly increasing number of black bass are destroying Japan’s inland
water ecosystem, threatening native fish habitats, and causing devastation to original
natural environments.

Like many other environmental problems, the black bass problem can be analyzed and
argued from various viewpoints, and opposing interests concerning this species of bass are
complicating the issue.

However, the problem to be solved is clear. The natural environments of Japanese native
fish and other animals, and hence the total ecosystem of Japan, have been critically affected
for the profit of only a small portion of people who make black bass fishing a business.

In this paper, I would like to discuss why black bass should not be allowed to live in

Japanese waters.
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