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Resident Koreans in Japan after World War 11

For the first ten years after World War 11, Japan was re-invented as an ethnically
homogeneous nation-state through the concept of national re-birth. It might be said that the sense
of “one state by one race” attained its climax in this period, when the dream of “The Greater East
Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere” had stumbled.

The footsteps of the first ten years after the War, during which the defeat of Japan led to the
"line shift" of the Korean's movement in Japan via the “notification” of 1952, were the process of
every problem concerning the Resident Koreans in Japan being converged into the logic of a
“national people”. However, in the context of today, when such logic of a “national people” itself
has begun to shake greatly, we try to reexamine the meaning of those ten years.

In the footsteps of the Koreans in Japan through half a century of the post-war era, if the first
ten years (1945-1955) were the process of “nationalization” as mentioned above sense, the last ten
years (from the middle of 1990s to today) may be said to be the process when the idea of a
“national people” which had seized both the Korean minority and Japanese society at last came to
be shaken. In the days which are to be characterized as a time of globalization, what is a “nation”
and what is a “nationality” are being re-asked.
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