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Jean Baudrillard’s theories and the alterity:

A Consideration of the Problem of the Lost Alterity

FUJII Yuuki®

Abstract: Jean Baurdrillard's theories were eagerly taken up in discussion of the consumer soci-
ety in the 1980s. However, they were put aside in Japan after the 1990s. At first in Japan, his
theories had taken up only fragmentarily, and were not criticized and nor appreciated sufficient-
ly. Recently, he shows us his remarkable unity from his first standpoint, and he refers to an
essential problem in modern society. His first point of view was a problem of the alienation of
the human being and of the objects in the highly consumer society under the control of signs. At
that time, he said that the objects were brought under the sign’s rule, and abandoned their prop-
er role and meaning for the consumption. Today, in a society that has made progress in rational-
ization, and has produced the technologies of the clone and the virtual world, he cautions that
the human being is going to abandon all his discords and all his irrationalities through the same
way that the objects passed down. This essay will be helpful to consider what is happening in

our modern highly- rationalized society, based on the point of view of his concept of “Alterity”.

Keywords: radical alterity, spectral, implosion, rationalization, symbolization
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