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Same-sex Dancing, Solitude of a Flower
-On The Two Noble Kinsmen-

Fumiyuki NARUSHIMA

Abstract

In Shakespeare’s Two Noble Kinsmen, we find Antigone’s shadow. This heroine in the
Greek tragedy dies alone in order to recover her brother’s honor after his assault upon
Thebes went unsuccessful. She gives priority to her family’s fame before her own life. By
prohibiting the entombing of Antigone’s brother, Creon of Thebes provides the same
situation as with the Arcite and Palamon story in the Shakespeare play.

Emilia’s melancholy has its roots in her friend Flavina’s death. Born an Amazon, she felt
a leshian affection toward her playfellow and the longing has not ceased after her
sudden death. This is one of the reasons why her marriage hasn’t been successful. Any
wedding would be out of her mind, unless her partner could be the same sex as hers.

A similar trend can be observed in the male friends. Arcite and Palamon, the two
kinsmen, also have homosexual tastes. They declare that they are descended from the same
ancester, Cadmus, and they feel happy about the fact. After Arcite’s sudden death, the
bereaved Palamon misses his homosexual partner very much, and he cannot easily
accept the lost friend’s offer to marry Emilia in his stead. Rather, he follows his dead friend’s
shadow and his married life is not expected to be a good one.

Solitude and homosexuality can be discerned in other parts of the play. Theseus and
Pirithous is one pair, and another instance is the Jailer’s Daughter who fails in her
wedding because of her dreamy adoration of Palamon.

In this resides the mystery of this tragedy. This tragedy can be stated as a tragedy of

solitude, and every character in it suffers a certain amount of loneliness. I recognize the
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shadow of Antigone, who dies alone in the original sequence of the story, and influences the

plot of the play.
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“Vegna Medusa: si 'l farem di smalto’
dicevan tutte riguardando in giuso:
‘mal non vengiammo in Teseo 'assalto.’
(Inferno, Canto IX, 52-55)*
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And certes, if it nere to long to heere,
I wolde have toold yow fully the manere
How wonnen was the regne of Femenye
By Theseus and by his chivalrye;
And of the grete bataille for the nones

Bitwixen Atthenes and Amazones;
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And how asseged was Ypolita,

The faire, hardy queene of Scithia;

And of the feste that was at hir weddynge,
And of the tempest at hir hoom-comynge;
But al that thyng I moot as now forbere.

I have, God woot, a large feeld to ere,
And wayke been the oxen in my plough.

The remenant of the tale is long ynough. (KT, 875-88)
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This gentil duc doun from his courser sterte
With herte pitous, whan he herde hem speke.
Hym thoughte that his herte wolde breke,
Whan he saugh hem so pitous and so maat,
That whilom weren of so greet estaat;

And in his armes he hem alle up hente,

And hem conforteth in ful good entente,
And swoor his ooth, as he was trewe knyght,
He wolde doon so ferforthly his myght
Upon the tiraunt Creon hem to wreke

That al the peple of Grece sholde speke
How Creon was of Theseus yserved

As he that hadde his deeth ful wel deserved. (KT, 952-64)
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Pray you, kneel not;
I was transported with your speech and suffered
Your knees to wrong themselves. I have heard the fortunes
Of your dead lords, which gives me such lamenting
As wakes my vengeance and revenge for em.
King Capaneus was your lord; the day
That he should marry you, at such a season
As now it is with me, I met your groom
By Mars’s altar; you were that time fair—
Not Juno’s mantle fairer than your tresses,
Nor in more bounty spread her. Your wheaten wreath
Was then nor threshed nor blasted; Fortune at you
Dimpled her cheek with smiles. Hercules, our kinsman-
Then weaker than your eyes-laid by his club;
He tumbled down upon his Nemean hide
And swore his sinews thawed. O grief and time,

Fearful consumers, you will all devour! (TNK, 1.1.54-70)°
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(Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 1989).
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Pray you say nothing, pray you;
Who cannot feel nor see the rain, being in’t,
Knows neither wet nor dry. If that you were
The ground-piece of some painter, I would buy you
T’instruct me ’gainst a capital grief, indeed

Such heart-pierced demonstration... (TNK, 1.1.119-24)
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O, this celebration
Will long last and be more costly than
Your suppliants’ war. Remember that your fame
Knolls in the ear o’th’ world; what you do quickly
Is not done rashly; your first thought is more
Than others’ laboured meditance, your premeditating
More than their actions. But, O Jove, your actions,

OOTNK OO0 Shakespeare 00 0000000 Norton O 0 00 O The Norton Shakespeare, gen.
ed. Stephen Greenblatt (New York and London: W. W. Norton & Company, 1997).



50 goood

Soon as they move, as ospreys do the fish,
Subdue before they touch. Think, dear Duke, think
What beds our slain kings have. (TNK, 1.1.13140,0 00 0)
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Why, good ladies,
This is a service, whereto I am going,
Greater than any was; it more imports me
Than all the actions that [ have foregone,
Or futurely can cope. (TNK, 1.1.170-74,0000)
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As we are men,
Thus should we do; being sensually subdued,
We lose our human title. Good cheer, ladies!

Now turn we towards your comforts. (TNK, 1.1.232-35)
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PIRITHOUS. Peace be to you
As I pursue this war, which shall be then
Beyond further requiring. Exit Pirithous
EMILIA. How his longing

Follows his friend! Since his [Theseus’] depart, his sports,

Though craving seriousness and skill, passed slightly

His careless execution, where nor gain

Made him regard, or loss consider, but

Playing one business in his hand, another

Directing in his head, his mind nurse equal

To these so diff’ring twins. Have you observed him

Since our great lord departed? (TNK, 1.3.24-34,0000)
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Theseus cannot be umpire to himself,
Cleaving his conscience into twain, and doing

Each side like Justice, which he loves best. (TNK, 1.3.4547)
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I was acquainted
Once with a time when I enjoyed a playfellow;
You were at wars when she the grave enriched,
Who made too proud the bed; took leave o’th’ moon-
Which then looked pale at parting—when our count
Was each eleven. (TNK, 1.3.49-54)

1100000000000000000000000000D0O0OOenjoy, play, bedd
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