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What did Tokugawa Mitsukuni Solve in “Dainihonshi” (The History of Great Japan) ?

Toshizumi YOSHIDA

Abstract

Historians say “Mitsukuni insisted that the South dynasty was the legitimate successor to the throne”. And people believe that
is so. But, when we calmly read Dainihonshi, we understand: Mitsukuni accepted that the North dynasty was superior on morality.
So he accepted that the North dynasty was the legitimate successor to the throne. We can confirm it by “Reigiruiten” (The Record of
Ceremonies in Court) and “Fusoshuyoshu” (The Selected Works of Japanese Literature), that he also edited.

Mitsukuni accepted basically that the South dynasty was the legitimate successor to the throne. But fundamentally, the North
dynasty was right. Since the emperors failed to mistaken policies and to anti-moral behaviors, the bakufu was formed to protect
people. But the South dynasty wanted to be the government, and to deny bakufu (The government of bushi). Thus and the South
dynasty fell. On the other hand, North dynasty which was superior on morality, gave the power of the state to the bakufu, and
continued. Thus the bakufu built up the foundation.
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