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Effect of Obstetrical Manipulation on the Survival Rate and Reproductive
Performance of Dairy Cattle Following the Successful Correction
of Uterine Torsion
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this retrospective study was to ascertain the effects of obstetrical manipulation on cow sur-
vival and subsequent fertility following the correction of uterine torsion. The records of 112 cows that had
undergone the successful correction of uterine torsion were examined, and the cows were divided into three
groups based on calving difficulty: no/slight assistance (48 cows), moderate/serious assistance (48 cows) and
cesarean section (16 cows). The survival (1 month) and conception rates (1 year) of the cows in these groups
were compared. The survival rate of cows in the no/slight-assistance group was 97.9%, and the conception rate
was 89.4%. The conception rate in the moderate/serious-assistance group was significantly lower (67.4%). The
survival rate of cows that underwent cesarean section was 75.0%, which was significantly lower than that of the
cows in the no/slight-assistance group. However, there was no significant difference between the conception
rate of cows in the cesarean section group and the no/slight-assistance group. These results suggest that seri-
ous assistance or traumatic injuries to the birth canal after the correction of uterine torsion decrease subse-
quent conception rates. Therefore, it is important to carefully consider obstetrical manipulation after detor-
sion, and avoid providing unnecessary assistance.

—— Key words : conception rate, dairy cattle, obstetrical manipulation, survival rate, uterine torsion.
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