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Communication methods and teaching materials for teaching Japanese

at elementary special needs schools for hearing impaired children

-Survey on the state of communication methods and the use of teaching

materials at special needs school for children with hearing impairment-

SHOJI Michiyo

(Department of Teacher Training and Collaborative Projects)

A questionnaire survey was conducted during
fiscal year 2012 by the Department of Education
for Children with Hearing Impairment in the
National Institute of Special Needs Education
(NISE) at all special needs schools for hearing
impaired children in Japan. Children taking part
in Japanese language classes in the elementary
school section participated in the study. Teaching
materials were used for providing information
and for dealing with language delays caused by

hearing impairments. As the grade progressed the

_49_

use of finger spelling as a communication method
in the class increased. This survey indicated
that children were examining the content they
had learned in Japanese, and were trying to
understand it. Based these results, critical factors
in using teaching materials at special needs

schools are reviewed.

Key Words: hearing impairment, Japanese language

class, teaching materials, elementary sections






