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A History of Japanese 78r.p.m. Records 

Haruhiko KOHRI 

The phonogram, developed by Edison in 1877 was tested in Japan the following year. 
Subsequently, the record became the prevalent means for recording and distributing all sorts of art 
and entertainment contents. Indeed, the appearance of the conventional flat disc in particular, which 
afforded easy mass-production, heralded the arrival of the SP record era. 

The first disc recordings in Japan were made by visiting Western recording engineers in 1903. 
Then, following the rise of national production and stiff competition in the Taisho period�the early 
stages of the 20th century�, the development of the microphone gave rise to electronic recording, 
which caused a dramatic expansion in the potential of the SP record. Partnerships with foreign 
companies beginning in the early Showa period�in the 1920s� enabled local production of Western 
music records, thus forming the embryo for today’s music industry. Thereafter, records became a 
mirror that reflected the trends of the times. 

This document aims to provide an accurate and simple account of a sixty-year journey of 
Japanese SP discs and the society they recorded based on the latest experimental research. 
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