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The True Role of the Fingerboard and Misunderstandings

—A Discussion Starting with the Origin of Stringed Instruments—

Junichi MATSUDA

Stringed instruments today are generally classified into string instruments played
with a bow, such as the violin or double bass and string instruments that are plucked or
strummed, like the guitar or mandolin. All of these instruments have the part known as
a fingerboard. Whether you are a specialist in musical instruments or not, the
fingerboard seems to be a perfectly natural part of the instrument. But in fact it is a
relatively recent invention in historical terms. The fingerboard has not been around
very long when compared to the existence of stringed instruments themselves. What
was it created for and how many performers are really familiar with how to use it to
their advantage? From my own experience, I have come to the conclusion that for
whatever reason most performers have misunderstandings concerning the fingerboard.
Using examples of stringed instruments from the Museum of the Osaka College of

Music collection, I will examine the original purpose of the fingerboard.
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