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Despite the growing popniarity of l.2 captioned  films in llstenirtg cla$ses,  they seem  to

hErve certain  tirnitaSion$ as  a  tool for H$teniag proficiency developrnene. Thgs paper

exarnines  some  alternatives in presenting the printed script  off a  film in search  of  a

prornising $ubstitute  for L2 subtitles.

Rexriewt

1) Adding pictttre to audio  increases leartiers' cornprehension.

2) It is dogbtfhl whether fi1rn$ are  superior  to atadio  tapes.

3) Cornprehending the situation  throttgh the visllal  channel does not  guarax)tee paying

attention  to the words  transmitted tisrough the a!idio  channel.

4) L2 subtities  increase learners' comprehension.

5) It is indecisive whether  M  stibtitles  contribtate  to tistening proficiency deyelopment .

6) Subtities seem  to take  away  learners' attention  bo be paid to the soundtrackt

7) It is neoessaty  to devise efXective  ways  of  presentimg subtitiea/!}eript.

Research Questiens

(1) How  does watching  a  subtitled  scene  cornpare  with listening to the soundtrEack  while

fo!lowing the script of the samae  scene?  Cam the script  be a substitute  for me captions?

(2) Is reading.  the script  of  each  setatence  prior to listeniag to the seundtrack  more

effective than simultasceously  reading  the caption  and  listening to the soundtrackl

(3) Winen listening to the soundiwack  after reading  the scripq  shoulfi  the scrript be followed

w{th  the eyes  or  be out  of  sigint?

S"bjects

Ferty first year students  (age 15-･16) leaarning English at tkie Departrnent of
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CorRffnvaidication Imforrnabom Science, FtaletxshSmaa National College of  [Iieclmoiogy,

into two  gerogps maatched  for sex  and  English proficiency served  as  the suajects.

MlateifEatg

Mlrn: 
'rhree

 sceenes fyorxi p m ew  (CC-Studyb Gaki<eri).

Px"elpostylaetentgoen tests: Paxtial dictation heran£  takcen from the scemes  above.

Qzaestiezanaire: Verbal respomses  te the comtitra$zing  tmettiods  og' presentaioft.

Camggpamisogets

Cornparison1 L

Cornparison 2

Comparasofi 3

Reseegts

divEdedi

Grouge A: WLTatch the $eene  with  captiotts  twice.

 Gromp B: Itiisten to the sormtrack  of  tine sce"e  twice, followiag the

         pxivated scripe  at  the sagne  time.

Grottp A: Read one  sentence  owa paper silendy  for 5 seex)ndeq  andi  them

         aistezz te the soitznditrack  for the sentence.  Repeat the

         ptoeediutre for alg the sentemces  in the soene.

 Group B: Watch the $cene  with  captions  twice.

Grouge A: Read one  sentence  on  paper siient!y  for 5 secontl$  apd then

         gisten to tine corresponding  part of  the sounditrack  while  stial

         Eookireig at the print. Repeat this twice for evety  sentence.

Grotzp B: Read one  sentemce  on  paper silemtiy  foi" 5 sec(mdis, and  then

         gistefi eo the correspomdiiag  part of  tine soundmeck  with  the

         eyes  c2osedi.  Repeat this twiae for every  sentence.

                    '

    Cofiiparis'on l Comparison Z Comparison 3

Posttest Scores

Verbal  Responses

A

A

=B

<B

A>B

A>B

A-B

A<B

XangeIZeations

(3) A  filrn, its ecript andi the sounditrack  couiel se!ve  as

for a  film with  cZosed  captions.

ca) Mrst presezzting the script  and  then the so"nd  is

presexxtatiove.

(3) Whem gisteRing to t]ie $onnd  earaclt, tke s(xipt $inouldi

as!a  gthouEdi  be otst og  $igeat  for better mogkoenicration.
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Table O. ThePaifs  of  Treatvauent

Group A Group B

Comparison  1
picture

audio  
-.

captJton

picture

attdlocaption

  ¢

audio
   .scrlpt-.+

  ¢

audioscript

CornparisBn 2
  ¢ ¢

  ¢  
-,

 audio

script  ¢

pic'ture picture

auclio  -, auclio

captien  caption

Comparison  3

            '
  ¢  th

  ab 4  audio

script  script

  di o

  ¢  
--

 audio

script  ¢

 Note:

Tabge

 uaedia ctmstmd  restically  iirdicabe stiftultanpavs  pff"esmEtatton.
pt tnctlcraites tine lack of the tsedium.

ea  Mea!zg, Sff)s, and  Resmalts of  T-tests  for ¢ ompnfniseme  g

Pre Post Gaint-value RetR-gain

Group

Grottp

A naean

   SDB
 Mean

   SD

13.2(6.9)14.1(6.7)33.7(l4.7)3S.7(11.4)20.6(14,7)22.6

 (8.6)

 6.09xx

11･43x:

32.6"2.8)30.6(13.

 5)

i9.4(10.8)16.5{12.0)

t-value e.42 O.71 O.53 O.49e.82
**p<.Ol

TabEe 1lo.Respenses to Sewvey Questloll 1

Reasoning # of  subjects

<

<

For eaption ÷audio+picture  / Against  script+auclio  >

  The picture  makes  it easier  to  grasp the  situation.  8

  The picture  shows  the movernents  of  articulatory  organs.  3

   Having fun facilitates progress.  1

For script ÷audio  / Against  caption+audie-picture  >

  The picture  malces  it dif£icult to pay  clue  attention  to the  audio.  16

  The picture  makes  it possible  to guess  without  iistening. 2

  The  captions  are  harder  to read  than  scripts.  2

  The captions  are  not  exactly  synchronized  with  the  sound.  1

  The picture  is superfluous  fer iistening  practice.  1

Table 2a.wreans, Sg])s, mnd  Res"lts of  T-tests foer Couaparison 2

Pre Pose Gaj.nt-value RetR-gain

Grottp

Greup

A Mean
   SDB

 maean
   SD

17.2(7.4)17.8(5.3)34.6(13.3)27.9

 (9.5)

l7.4ae.e)10.1

 (9.9)

7.76x:

4.33*x

27.9(IL5)3L2

 (7.8)

10.7(7.8)13.4(8.0)

t-value O.29 L85 2.32x 1.e61.07
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'M"enknge

 mu. Ireessgeomes@s to Smaff"ifey Q?mes'infioee 2

Reasoning # of  subjec'Ls

Looking at  the scr'ipt  tor some  
'time

 enables/encourages  ine to
  memorize  the line.
The captions  appear  and  disappear too quickly  for the  eyes  or

  brains te catch  up.

Knowing in ttdvance  what  will  come  helps me  perceive  vJords.

Listening to the  auclio  wj.th  the iniage of  the script  enables  me  to
  clearly  perceive  how certain  wordsfphrases  are  pronounced.
When watchifig  a  subtitled  video,  all  I can  do is barely  fellow
  the  captions.  I ean  hardly pay  attention  to 'the audio.
Ome  thing at  one  time  allovts  me  to concentrate  more.

Following the captions  lets me  feel as  if I were  catching  the
  sounds  when  actuaily  I am  not.

18

108

33

3

1

Tmbge  3gla Meenorzg, Ssc}as, amadi R £ asvalts of  T-testh/s foge Cortempdiafifisoen 3

Pre Post Gaint-value RetR-gain
Group A twean
        SD
Group B Mean
        SD

34.4(7.3>34g1C9.6)60.2(13.3)60.1(14.5)25.7(13.
 1)26.0(ll.1)

 8a75**

10e19**

5L8(12.
 5)53.7(l2.8)

17.4C13.7)19.7(11o9)

t-value e.14 o.e2 o.o7 O.48e.57**p<.

 Ol

TabEe 3ko. reesoeeses tro Smprvey QanesSioep 3

Reasonlng # of  subjects

< For' scripV'sound  / Against souncl--only  >

The script  allows  me  to better  assiniila'te  visual  and  acoustJc  irnages
   of  the sent'ence.  8
The script  is necessary  when  the sen'tenee  is too long to retain  in the
   shor'LL'Lerm  memory.  4
The script  helps  with  comprehension  even  when  the  sound  is no't  clear.  2
The script  enables  me  to follow the audio.  2
The  script  makes  me  feel secure.  2
< For sound-only  / Against  script ÷sound  >
The script  prevents  rne from concentrating  on  the sound.  14
The script  rnakes  me  feel  that  I a:n ca'Lching  the sound  when  I am  not.  3
Looking at  the script;  makes  me  pay  too much  att;ention  to 1
   indi'vidual worcls.
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