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The  Power of ¢ olgaboratiome:  hovv ko gtiEdc students  to edective  peer revievv

          Mika  Toffand Beverley Curran (Aichi Shukutoku  College)

     Peer Review Gs a versatige  and  ffe}gible actavity  that gs consiseent  vvitl}

the task--based and  leanier-centred curgracuguffn (Nunan) aemd Con}vazennicative

Lnnguage Teachifftg (Savingflon). It is a'me element  of  tlie pffocess writiflg

syggabus  which  care f2iciEitate selgeassessmaent,  impfove usage  and

onganizatioit,  and  devegop a stronger  seitse of  audience  . fft can  a.gso aead to

greacerc learner aastoRomy,  moving  
"the

 student  ficom the traditonal passive

stance  of  recegving  gnformation from an  authoviby  to an  actiye  invoivement

which  ffnakes  tagk iRtegrag to writing"'  (Xarris). }{owever, tke goals of peer

review  need  to be articuzlated so  that student  interactiofl--responding as  both

readers  and  writers--  can  be etlfk)ctive. En fact, it takes time for students  to

devegop their critical skilgs. Teaciners need  to guide and  inforwi studeRt

reviewers  whige  promaotRng student  writers  owit  
'sernse

 of  authority'  over  the

texts tkey creaee. Whire peer review  is fbcussed oq  specific drafts, a

teacher's support  aftd guidance inay  be esseggtial in dealing with  ffKaore

zzebvlous  isssues sucla as  anxiety,  a eack ef  gyiotivation, 
"cuitutrag

 cogfuskons",

which  inhElt)it tkbe wRtlter{s eSifectivelless. [ff]hzreegfrAout the writin.g' process, tgge

teacher mgst  tfy to maintain  
"a

 stance  of  coglaboaoatgon  rath. er  than co-

authoffshitp". Specgfic suggestions  for effectivegy guiding t'hrough  peer

review  wigft imclende how  to establiske a co-opermtive  atmospherc  in the

clRssffoosn; reduce  apprehensAon;  imaprove crcftkicag thirAkgng skglls; deveaop

task skigls necessary  for ansefuA and  successfim1  peeg" coiyament;  guide and

sanpport  stgdepmts thffoasgla the review  process towards  iancreased learner

aantoitommy.

-
 226  

-
NII-Electronic  


