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Cross-Cultural Approach te Pearl Harbor and Atomic Bombing
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guns? Shouldn’t there be restrictions on gun ownership? 2.Which aggressive act
was more wrong, the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor or the American atom bombing
of Hiroshima and then Nagasaki? 3.What are your hobbies? 4.What is your dream?®
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In any case, some American military leaders concluded that an invasion of
Shikoku, Honshu, and Kyushu would cost many lives and take a long time to
complete. One estimate which I read was 1 million dead American soldiers and
6 million dead Japanese, soldiers and civilians. If that is true, and the
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invasion had taken place, many of you wouldn’t be reading this now. Your par-
ents and/or grandparents would have been killed. So, you see, this is impor-
tant history for you, even if history is usually a boring subject for you.
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WORLD WAR II (A.K.A. THE WAR IN THE PACIFIC)
Pear] Harbor
1.Did the American government know about the attack beforehand?

Did they allow the US Pacific Fleet to be attacked in order to have an

excuse to enter the war?

% "I don’t know. However, there are historians who say ves, that Roosevelt,
who was opposed by a very powerful isolationist movement in the US at
that time, purposefully hid information from Pacific Fleet Headquarters.

Another group of historians believe that the Pearl Harbor attack
really was a surprise attack for the Americans.(®H#) Some Americans at
that time were very overconfident, kind of like 600-pound Konishiki
before his first loss to 215-pound Mainoumi.”

Hiroshima and Nagasaki
Why did the Americans drop the bomb on Japan?
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Was iti:
1. inspired by racial prejudice?
2. to impress Stalin, who had been reluctant to shift troops from Europe
to the Soviet Far East to fight the Japanese?
? to end the war quickly and, in the long run, save lives?

”1'd guess nos, 2 & 3.(fME)I do know that the mayor of Nagasaki was in
the news recently, denouncing Mr.Clinton’s justification of Mr. Truman’s
decision to drop the bomb.($H#E)I do wish that the US Postal Service had
not made plans to commemorate the A-Bomb droppings with a stamp.(FHg)”

How did the Japanese leaders at that time expect to beat the US in the war?
"Haybe they thought that Yamato damashii would prevail, that Americans
were powerful, but lazy and morally weak.(f%HZ)”

Did the US recruit Jewish scientists from Europe to work on the atom bomb?

% “(BTEE)I think that most of the Jews that emigrated to the US at time
(including Nixon’s Secretary of State Henry Kissinger) came over before
scientists knew that an atomic bomb was feasible.($%1§)”
THE CURRENT TRADE DISPUTE WITH JAPAN

Is the Japanese market closed to American products?

Are American products simply inferior to Japanese products?

Is America simply a bully in international trade?

% “Lverything else being equal, I think the Japanese market is usually

harder to break into than the American market in most cases. ¥Why?
1.Many Americans will make buying decisions based on price, more than a

product’s reputation.(f£0)
2.Japanese society is structured differently than American society. It’s

difficult, even for Japanese, to penetrate groups outside one’s one
circle in Japan. American society is wore permeable, I think.

3.The bureaucrats in the Japanese ministries are very strong, stronger
than their American counterparts.(f£mg)”

Bz, "Ms. Miyashita is doing you a favor in making you think about these
issues., It may seem like a pain now, but in the future, I think that you’ll

thank her. Learning to express your opinions clearly is an important skill, even
if you yield to a group consensus in the end.” 2 3. "By the way, Mr. Nomo of
the Los Angeles Dodgers seems to be doing ok. Lots of strikeouts.”2 8§ A TW7%E,
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