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       Transfer from the First Language: Wrong  Inference Rules
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 grammar  inference languageleaiming pragmatics transfer  error

One  type  of  error  frequently made  by Japanese undergraduate  students  in

their essays  involves intransitive verbs  such  as oceEtr  and  happen:

     (l) *TIie
 earthqual<e  was  occurred  in }-lokkaido.

     (2) *IMie
 accident  was  happened iast Sunday.

At first, it was  thoughr  that the  reason  for this type of  error  was  transfer

from their native  tongue:  intransitive as well  as transitive  verbs  can  be

passivized in Japanese.

Not all the inLransitive ve{"bs  are  passivized by the students,  however. For

instance, the verbs  such  as  steop  and  waik  are  never  passivized:

     (3) "Johnwasslept.

     (4) *Mary
 was  walked  to the library.

Closer inspection suggests  that the students  tend  to passivize intransitive

verbs  when  the  sentences  that contain  them  imply affectedness  or  adversity.

In the  above  examples,  both (1) and  (2) connote  (in their Japanese

equivalents  or  the active  counterparts  in English, which  are  what  the

students  
''meant'')

 adversity.  They  do differ from the so-called  adversity

passive in Japanese: in (1) and  (2) above,  the affected  party as not

expressed,  whereas  the subject  must  be the affected  entity  in the adversity

passlve,

This rnight  be because the  students  associate  adversity  with  the  passive

construckon  and  use  pass]ves whenever  adversity  is implied. The Japanese

perfective may  also  imply adversity,  but pe;'haps the iink is weaker  and  the
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      students  do not  use  them  to express  that connotation,  This may  be 1?ecause

      the students  have been tauLght and  remeniber  that che  Engiish pert'ective

      functions as  a mch.ans  to express  the temporal  aspect  of  eventuality.

      Anothei- thing related  to this is that the stuclents are  not  familiar with  the

      phrase on  son2eone,  which  appears  to be more  or less equivalent  to the

      Japanese adversity  passive as  the fo11owing pair il}ustrate:

           (5) Kare-wa  tsuma-ni  sin-are-ta,

              he-Top wit]e-by  die-pASS-pAST

               
''lmle

 was  adversely  affected  by his wife's  death."

           (6) His wife  diecl on  him.

      (S) and  (6) nevertheless  show  some  di{'t'erences, which  in turn  indicate

      differen£ ways  in which  languaJges convey  adversity,

      This paper explores  the  difi'erent ways  in which  adversity  is expressed  in

      English and  Japanese and  argues  that pratt{niatic factors as well  as the

      informarion concerning  verbs'  vaiency  and  selectional  restrictions  need  to

      be considered  to prevent Japanese students  making  wrong  inferences about

      the  relationship  between meaning  and  forni.
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

               Datfi --- Stwdents' Ermers

Passive occur
Actually some  arguments  have beeai oecurrecl  between countries.

Passive happen
However, after  the accident  many  problems ag'e happeRed.

"Strange"

 transitive hamJere
Though  their own  nations  kappefled no  accidents,  they  have crisis.

Passive take place
Two  large political effe ¢ ts as'e take]i p}aee.

Passive stEffer
Her  mother  was  suffered  from Alzheimer's disease.

"S

 trange'' transitive sLtfirer
That accident  suffered  many  lives tenibly...

Other"adversity"passives
(a) But  after  the accident,  peop}e were  physically and  pelitically Rotffced  that
    the issues is an  international one.

(b) Europe... was  eNperieRced  the high level of  radioactive  fallout by the
    accident.

(c) ...the safety  of  nuclear  began to be ¢ oneernedi  more  seriously  among
    natlons.

Another case  of  
"strange"

 transitive

People didn't concern  about  nuclear  power plants outside  their nation.

Quasi-passive
(a) Vhere  shouid  be admatted  that every  person has the iight  to  die as well
    as to live.
(b) ...because people really  know  the fear of  nuclear  explQsion,  they beeattne

    to pay attention  to other  nearby  countries'  plan of  building nuclear  plants.

Tab]e ZTheChernobyEaccideuitessays
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Talo]e3. Comparison  of  testscores

FullLowestHi  hestMean
CinermobyR

 Dyti rmg

  All stuclents
Students with  errors

  All students
Students with  errors

26262626 o6o6 24222521 15151314

DEFAULT:

     Studemts' Infeg'erice Ran}e

SUBJECT  =  AGENT
  AFFECTOR  =:  SUBJECT  of  the active

  AFFECI[IED  
:=
 SUBJECT  of  the passive

  Adversigy Pass;ve Lexica: Temp]ate

cAT[gltPBAcDA[TVF?l;}llpPpa[Sb]y](l)).j

coNTENT  [vRiiEARLB5LtiiON 2i':erb]
coNTExT[AREFFLEAcTTiOoNR&dver'sity

       LAFFECTED @ ]
Tkehappemz-type  VPs  (happep;,oceg4r ance take place):

  cAr[sHuEBAcDA[TVF[IIill)V>(pas]]

  CoNTENT[vREELRABTiEORNVttbphrase ]
  coNTExT  rllllLFEAcTSOoNR tisdversity
          LAFFI]CTED [unexpressed]
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