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Lingttisti¢  Salience of  Motherese fer Prever'bai Infant;s

       psobuo nasataka (Primate Research Inseitutey KyoSo URiversity)

     It is well  known that when  they  address  their  infants, mothers

substaRtlally  alter  the aeoustic  eharacteristics  of  their  speech.

This presentation  wiil  look at  the linguistic benefit of  this  modifiecl

speech,  mothetese,  for infants during their  firs't 9 months  of  lives.

For ifistaRce, at  age  of  3 months,  whefl  infants experience  elther

conversational  turn  taking  or  random  responsiveness  of  their  mothers

by mothereseg  the quality  of  infant vocalizations  changes  only  when

they receive  turn-taking stimulation.  Around this  age,  mon-speech!ike

vocalizations  are  uttegeed  as  often  as  speechlike  ones.  However,

motherese  stimulatiofi  provided  coRtingent  upon  lnfant spontaneous  vocal

utteraitces  increases the  proportion  of  speechlike  vocalizations.  In

another  iristancey at  age  of  6 months,  in response  to maternal  speech

with  various  pitch contotirs,  infants come  to alter  subsequent  theri own

vocal  behaviors and  are  Aikely to mat;ch  piteh  contours  of  the sounds

with  those of  the Preceding maternal  utterances.  en the  basis of

such  vocal  flexibility, anfants develop the skili  of  signalling

different communicative  functions to caregivers.
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